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The fertile crescent  
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History of Syria:  

 

The oldest remains found in Syria was from the Paleolithic era 

in the Dederiyeh cave, a remains of a Neanderthal child about 

two years of age were found almost complete in the original 

burial state. And till the day civilizations sequenced after each 

other leaving tens of thousands of archaeological sites, many 

of them is still unexcavated. Akkadians, Amorites, Egyptians, 

Hittites, Sumerians, Mitanni, Assyrians, Babylonians, 

Canaanites, Phoenicians, Arameans, Persians, Greeks, 

Romans, Byzantines, and eventually the Ottomans…….  
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Ancient City of Damascus (1979) 
Site of Palmyra (1980) 
Ancient City of Bosra (1980) 
Ancient City of Aleppo (1986) 
Crac des Chevaliers and Qal’at Salah El-Din (2006) 
Ancient Villages of Northern Syria (2011) 

Properties inscribed on the World Heritage List 

 





More than 520 000 Dead, half of them are 

civilians 

54.3 % of the population lives in extreme 

poverty 

64.8 % of labor force (3.89 million people) is 

unemployed 

143.8 billion $ is the economic loss / by the 

end of 2013 

 

the Syrian conflict: 





The main dangers facing the 

Syrian cultural heritage 

 



The fighting 

Fights between regime and rebel forces is the first and largest cause 

of the destruction, as in the old city of Aleppo. 



The bombing 

Regime airstrikes throughout the country, for example, have caused 

unimaginable damage to key historical sites such as the Qalat Rahba 

Fortress (Deir ez Zor) on the Euphrates River 



Destroying Syria's cultural landmarks have been used tactically 

by both sides to decrease the country's internal cohesion and 

identity, undermine the opponent's power, and "rewrite the 

History" of Syria for the future by removing all reminders of the 

other’s past, like the targeted destruction of Alomari masque in 

Daraa. 

 



radical Islamic groups and ISIS 

Destruction by the radical Islamic groups and ISIS, for 

religious reasons, the decapitation of Almaari statue in Idlib, 

and the destruction of some mausoleums in Raqua.  



land use  

Destruction by land use of local inhabitants, as building new 

building inside archaeological sites and areas, like what happened 

in the old city of Bosra. 



archeological remains and caves as 

shelters  
Using some archeological remains and caves as shelters by 

displaced people especially in the area of the ancient villages in the 

north of Syria. 



Theft 

some museums pieces were stolen, but on a larger scale the 

findings of most excavation missions’ houses and stores were 

completely stolen, like the excavation house in Dura Urbos.  

 



Illegal excavation and looting 

Large scale excavations are taking place in many archaeological 

sites, mostly those in the opposition areas, Some of the most 

damaged sites are Mari, Dura Urbos, and Apamea. Where artifacts 

trade became one of the main resources to finance the armed groups.  



What was 

done till 

now ? 

 

Few in site 

preventive 

measurements. 

Training  

Documentation 



The Traditional approach 
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Problems of this 

approach 

 

reactive 

 

Theoretical 

 

Country targeted 



The Untraditional approach  
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Advantages of 

this approach 

 

Preventive 

 

Applicable 

 

Universal 



What can 

 be done ? 

Creating a 

coordination 

core 

Preparing qualified 

manpower 

Fighting trafficking 

and trading  

Archiving works 

Raising awareness 
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Totaling all the receipts indicates ISIS has collected $265,000 in 

taxes on looted antiquities, indicating the value of trafficked 

antiquities from ISIS-controlled territory is at least $1.25 million. 
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Looting 

Selling Trafficking 

Facilitation 



What can we do 

to fight looting? 
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Finding some 

alternative 

solutions  

control selling 

points, and the 

storage houses 

Create a paper 

trail for selling 

movement 

Holding 

transparency with 

the database  

campaign to raise 

awareness 

Provide adequate 

training for 

lawmen 

Provide a clear up 

to date database 
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Not illegal 
 

Legal 

 

Ethical 

 

Illicit 

 

Illegal 
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