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Biblical Archaeology Review Sept/Oct 2002 

“If you have a Dead Sea Scroll for 

sale, you should get in touch with 

Martin Schøyen […] in Oslo. He is a 

prime prospect. He already owns 

several Dead Sea Scroll fragments—

making him one of the few individuals 

in the world (I can think of only one 

other) who owns [sic] Dead Sea Scroll 

material.” 

 

“Schøyen cannot dismiss the idea that 

there may yet be some scrolls locked 

away in a vault, increasing in value 

each passing day.”  
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Robert Boyer, “Making Scrolls Accessible,” The Pilot 

It was October 2002. Lee Biondi was 
in a Swiss hotel room when he 
received the most scintillating phone 
call of his life. The caller’s question 
was simple, but astounding: Was 
Biondi interested in buying fragments 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls? At the time, 
Biondi was an antiquities dealer. He 
was in Basel, Switzerland, exhibiting 
items as part of Cultura, an antiquities 
and art fair. He could scarcely believe 
what he was hearing. Acquiring even 
one Scroll fragment would be a 
crowning career achievement. 
“This is unheard of, unprecedented,” 
he said. “No American dealer had ever 
purchased a Dead Sea Scroll 
collection”  
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Charlesworth, “What Is a Variant? Announcing a Dead Sea 
Scrolls Fragment of Deuteronomy,” Maarav 16 (2009) 

The Arab who formerly owned the 

fragment belongs to the family 

through whom the Dead Sea Scrolls 

have come to scholars. He claims it is 

from Qumran Cave IV. […] 

The fragment of Deuteronomy was 

among at least forty unknown Qumran 

fragments that I have examined in 

Europe; some of them are with those 

who are now making them available to 

all. These fragments were sent out of 

Israel in the l950s and l960s. They 

were selected by the Arabs for saving 

because of their importance, according 

to experts like Roland de Vaux. 

8 



9 



Martin Schøyen in Gleanings from the Caves, 27 (2016) 

On visiting Kando’s shop in 

Jerusalem in March 1993, I found 

Kando […] sitting on a chair in the 

middle of the room facing the 

window, wearing his red Turkish 

fez, as he used to do. […] When I 

asked whether there was any 

chance of acquiring Dead Sea 

Scroll fragments from him or 

anyone else, his answer was short 

and gruff: ‘Those days are gone!’ 

That was his final word on the 

matter; he passed away a month 

later at the age of 83.  
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Patterson, Much Clean Paper, 32–33 (2012) 

... no one ever knew for sure all that the 

Kandos had, and certainly no one knew all 

that the family knew. Important fragments 

of the scrolls had long been missing from 

the primary museum collections, their 

whereabouts unknown. The Kandos knew 

which private collectors had bought some of 

those crucial fragments in the early days of 

the recovery of the scrolls from the desert 

caves. William Kando had begun to 

purchase fragments from the private 

collectors who had originally made 

purchases either from William’s father or 

from someone else known to him. Thus, 

more was available than the Pattersons had 

known when negotiations began 
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Weston Fields, Dead Sea Scrolls (2011) 

[…] tonight, as we sit here, about four hours away driving, in Dallas, Forth 
Worth, there are eight fragments of the Dead Sea Scrolls locked in a safe at the 
South Western Theological Seminary. In Oklahoma City tonight, there are 
another eight fragments locked in a safe, at the headquarters of Hobby Lobby. 
[…] Fifty miles north of Oslo, Norway on a deserted, very deserted farm, 
desolate I should say maybe, there are another thirty fragments of Dead Sea 
Scrolls locked in a safe. On the campus of Azusa Pacific University in Los 
Angeles, there are five more fragments locked in the rare book room of the 
library. And in Zürich, Switzerland, in a bank vault there are an unknown 
number of Dead Sea Scroll fragments locked in a safe. Now you have to ask, 
how has all this happened? I just mentioned more than fifty fragments of Dead 
Sea Scrolls that were unknown less than a decade ago, and many of them 
unknown two years ago, and still a group in Zürich in a vault, and we don’t know 
how many are there. I’ve seen photographs of a lot of them, […] I sat with 
William Kando just a week ago, Tuesday in Jerusalem, and he described to me 
some of the fragments that he still has in a vault. But the question is, and here 
is what I’d like you to join me in thinking about tonight: How did that happen? 
[…] And we won’t know, for who knows, maybe years, how many more 
fragments are going to come out? 
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Daniel Estrin, “Dead Sea Scroll fragments to hit the 
auction block” (2013) 

Nearly 70 years after the discovery of the world’s oldest biblical manuscripts, the 
Palestinian family who originally sold them to scholars and institutions is now quietly 
marketing the leftovers — fragments the family says it has kept in a Swiss safe 
deposit box all these years. 
Most of these scraps are barely postage-stamp-sized, and some are blank. But in the 
last few years, evangelical Christian collectors and institutions in the US have forked 
out millions of dollars for a chunk of this archaeological treasure.” 
“ ... Kando held much more than he surrendered to Israel. William, his son, said his 
father had fragments tucked away which he eventually transferred to Switzerland in 
the mid-1960s.  
In 1993, just as scholars finally began publishing research of Israeli-held scrolls, and 
the world was abuzz with Dead Sea Scroll fever, Kando died, bequeathing his secret 
collection of fragments to his sons. It was the perfect time to sell." 
“Kando said his father transferred fragments to Switzerland in the mid-1960s — 
before Israel passed its 1978 law preventing the unauthorized removal of antiquities 
from the country.” 
"Biondi, the California dealer, said if it weren’t for private collections able to pay large 
sums, fragments would still be languishing in the Kandos’ safe-deposit box, and 
important historical discoveries would not see the light of day." 
“It was kind of like a rescue operation, to get this stuff out of the vault,” said Biondi. 
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[Between 9 November 2016 and 16 April 2017] 



Nehemiah 3:14–15 (photo: Michael Langlois) 
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Lyingpen.com 
www.facebook.com/lyingpen/ 
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